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Van and truck business news

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4836
	Release:
	Now


September: van growth sustained, but trucks decline

· Registrations: 39,942 in September; up 3.7% to 242,908 for the rolling year.
· Trucks: 4,633 in September; down 28.0% to 30,332 for the rolling year.
· Vans: 35,309 in September; up 10.6% to 212,576 for the rolling year.

	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	September
	% change
	Year to date
	% change

	Total
	39,942
	14.4%
	192,974
	12.7%

	Vans
	35,309
	24.4%
	168,554
	18.4%

	Trucks
	4,633
	-29.0%
	24,420
	-15.3%


“Van registrations increased by 24% in September, the eighth straight month of growth.  The rising van figures reflect a slow but steady improvement in the UK economy, though they are still well below pre-recession levels,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “Truck volumes fell again after three months of growth and show the variable nature of the recovery.  We need the government to use its comprehensive spending review to prioritise economic growth, as well as deficit reduction.”
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)20 7344 9222 or +44 (0)7974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
Jon Visscher
+44 (0)20 7344 9263 or +44 (0)7816 906 794 or 
jvisscher@smmt.co.uk
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Vans to 3.5t

· Rolling year: up 10.6% to 212,576.

· Month: up 24.4% to 35,309.
· YTD: up 18.4% to 168,554.
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Light vans to 2t

· Rolling year: up 12.7% to 42,280.

· Month: up 45.9% to 6,934.

· YTD: up 29.6% to 35,502.
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4x4 utility vehicles

· Rolling year: up 33.1% to 5,118.

· Month: up 64.9% to 1,075.

· YTD: up 26.5% to 3,950.

[image: image5.png]atld

4000

3s00

3000

2500

Sep-10 Sep-08

RT10 RVTO9
Pick-ups

19000

18000

17000

16000




Pick-ups

· Rolling year: down 1.6% to 18,326.

· Month: up 17.6% to 3,258.

· YTD: down 3.5% to 15,116.
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Medium vans

· Rolling year: up 21.7% to 26,333.

· Month: up 19.2% to 3,781.

· YTD: up 21.0% to 20,898.
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Heavy vans

· Rolling year: up 9.0% to 120,519.

· Month: up 18.9% to 20,261.

· YTD: up 18.0% to 93,088.
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Trucks

· Rolling year: down 28.0% to 30,332.

· Month: down 29.0% to 4,633.

· YTD: down 15.3% to 24,420.
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Rigid trucks
· Rolling year: down 24.6% to 21,692.

· Month: down 19.8% to 3,149.

· YTD: down 15.9% to 17,361.
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Two-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 42.9% to 1,710.

· Month: down 52.7% to 250.

· YTD: down 28.3% to 1,132.
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Three-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 33.0% to 6,930.

· Month: down 40.3% to 1,234.

· YTD: down 10.4% to 5,927.
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Vans and light trucks less than 6t gvw

· Rolling year: up 10.2% to 219,630.

· Month: up 23.6% to 36,181.

· YTD: up 17.9% to 174,131.
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Heavy trucks 6t and over gvw

· Rolling year: down 33.4% to 23,278.

· Month: down 33.1% to 3,761.

· YTD: down 19.8% to 18,843.

Notes: The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK.  It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51bn turnover and £10bn value added.  With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bn each year in R&D.  In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites.  Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications
UK vans and trucks: growth in registrations, year on year Dec 2005 to Sept 2010.
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